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Letter from the Editors
Morgantown, West Virginia
June 2021
Welcome to the inaugural issue of the Journal of the Campus Read, a venue
for WVU students to contribute to campus and community-wide conversations
of our shared reading experiences. The Campus Read has been become a central
component of intellectual life on the WVU campuses, introducing new students
to the intellectual and creative life of the University, facilitating discussions
through public events and classroom conversations, and strengthening relationships between WVU and the surrounding community. In this issue, students
respond to The Girl Who Smiled Beads by Clemantine Wamariya and Elizabeth
Well, the Campus Read selection for the 2020-2021 academic year.
A university is not just a place for students to learn, but an environment
in which they are able to share their own knowledge and make original contributions to scholarly conversations. Through the Journal of the Campus Read,
we hope to expand these opportunities for student expression, and contribute
to the record of the intellectual climate of the University over the years. This
first issue features contributions from four students representing a diverse range
of areas of study, life experiences, and perspectives. In reading their work, we
hope that you will not only encounter new ways of thinking about The Girl Who
Smiled Beads, but also appreciate the impressive intellectual contributions of
WVU’s own.
The Journal of the Campus Read is a joint initiative of the WVU Humanities
Center and the WVU Libraries and was made possible by the generous donation
of time and e↵ort given by our reviewers who selected submissions to include
in the issue, and worked with authors to revise their work for final publication.
Our deep appreciation goes out to Andrea Soccorsi, Juliana Spradling, and
Rondalyn Whitney for their generosity, insights, and enthusiasm. We hope that
you will enjoy this issue as much as we have enjoyed creating it.
Sincerely,
Ian Harmon and Renée Nicholson, Editors
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